
Nature Printing Society Annual Meeting 
October 21, 2025 

Wildacres Retreat, Little Switzerland, NC 
 

 
Call to order at 7:35 p.m. EDT:  
 
1. Welcome - Lori Loftus, NPS President 

Lori thanked members for attending and reminded all to hold onto the raffle tickets 
they received when they entered. 
  

2. Approval of Minutes from the 2024 NPS Annual Meeting at Western Oregon 
University, Monmouth, OR, July 10, 2024:  
Cindy Marlow moved to approve; Sue Fierston seconded, no discussion, the motion 
passed unanimously. 
 

3. Introductions and Thanks – Lori 
Lori introduced the NPS Board members: Bee Shay - Treasurer/Education 
Coordinator; Chris Caran - Vice President; Mary-Jo Lomax - Secretary; 
Lynn McKinney - Newsletter Editor; Jessie Swimeley – Website/Social Media; 
Susann Ely – Member at Large (absent), Sue Fierston – Past President and Acting 
President from March to June 2025; Chris Dewees – Archivist. 
 
Lori thanked Jen Bracy, the 2024 WOU fellowship student, for her work on the NPS 
Annual Fall Directory which will be coming out very soon. 
 
Lori introduced this year’s fellowship students, Dietra Garden and Kim Smith. 
 
She thanked the instructors and volunteers who put together this year’s workshop, 
acknowledging their time and effort. 
 
On a personal note, Lori thanked Lynn McKinney for setting up the Go Fund Me 
account in March of this year following the devastating Deep Woods Forest fire in 
which Lori and her husband Ken’s home burned to the ground.  She and Ken 
appreciated the kindness and support. 
 

4. Leaves common in Western North Carolina 
Attendees received a leaf when we entered the auditorium, and Lori told us that they 
were the most common in Western North Carolina.  She then showed us samples of 
leaves that she picked while hiking in the area of the recent forest fire. Trees over 20 
feet high were burned in the fire, but the sucker branches from the trees were fed by 
the big trees that died and produced leaves more than double their normal size. 
 

5. Treasurer Report 
Sue Fierston gave the Treasurer’s report for Bee Shay who was in her room nursing 
a knee injury. 



3rd QUARTER MEMBERSHIP UPDATE: 
Members in Good Standing - 267 
New Members - 21 
Lifetime Members - 76 
Printmakers – 19 (Printmakers are members who paid their annual $50 dues and an 
additional $50 to help support scanning costs related to the NPS archives.) 
 
GUIDEBOOK SALES: Sold 27 YTD Guidebooks 25 Domestic and 2 International 
 
DONATIONS: We received a $15,000.00 donation from Ann Warren (Board is open 
to ideas on how to allocate this generous gift) 
 
BANK BALANCE: $155,737.06 (does not reflect 2025 Workshop fees) 
 
2025 WORKSHOP UPDATE: 74 Attendees (including instructors) and 4 Guests for 
a total of 78 

 
6. Newsletter Report – Lynn McKinney  

This year’s Show and Tell is scheduled for November 8, 9:00 - 11:00 am Pacific 
time/12:00 - 2:00 pm Eastern time. Everyone is welcome and encouraged to attend, 
even if you do not wish to show any of your work.  Sharron Huffman sent an email 
invitation to members on October 19, and contact her if you would like to join in. 
 
The fall newsletter will include a report on the Wildacres Retreat workshop and the 
minutes of this annual meeting.  Lynn is looking for more articles and encouraged 
members to toot their own horn or recognize others by submitting information about 
upcoming shows, events, acts of kindness, etc. A big advantage of the newsletter 
being online is that we can publish real-time links to works, shows, products you 
use, videos, etc. 

 
7. Social Media and Website Report – Jessie Swimeley  

WEBSITE: Jessie Swimeley, Sue Fierston and Susann Ely worked very hard on the 
new website (https://natureprintingsociety.org/). The menu at the top of each page 
allows you to easily access information about the blog, upcoming events, how to 
join, etc. The more easily people find what they are looking for, the more likely they 
will take a class, attend an event, and become a member. But for this to happen, we 
need content, so please contact Jessie with any information about upcoming events, 
workshops; tips and tricks, videos of yourself pulling a print, etc.  
 
BLOG: Rachel Reeve, Cynthia Pederson, Susann Ely, Lynn McKinney and Sue 
Fierston have all posted articles on the NPS Blog which can be easily accessed from 
the NPS website (www.natureprintingsociety.org).    
 
LEAP LIVE ONLINE: LEAP Live tutorials and interviews can be accessed from the 
NPS website under the Learn tab on the menu.  Bee Shay will be uploading a new 

https://natureprintingsociety.org/


tutorial soon. 
 
VIRTUAL GALLERY: The Social Media team is thinking ahead to next year’s 50th 
anniversary and is inviting you to start collecting your favorite prints to display in our 
virtual gallery.  Stay tuned for more information. 
 
COMING SOON: NEW NPS EMAIL ADDRESSES - @naturprintingsociety.org  
Over the next few months, you will notice that all email communications you receive 
from NPS will be from @natureprinting society.org. Please mark these as safe! We 
are trying to streamline the communication process so that members will receive 
important information from one place, and they won't have to try to remember who 
sent it or from what address. 
 
Nancy Shimer asked why NPS has an Instagram account but not a Facebook page, 
and Jessie said that she doesn’t have the time to monitor one more piece of social 
media.  Nancy offered to create and monitor NPS on Facebook.   
 
Nora Terwilliger said that she would like to receive a printed newsletter and asked 
how we can think creatively about making that happen. Lori said that the Board can 
discuss any ideas members have regarding this topic.  In our 2024 member survey 
of this issue over 83% of the 118 members who replied supported the change to a 
digital newsletter. See the survey at this link: https://tinyurl.com/2yfjj5bj 
 

8. Archives Report – Lori 
The NPS Archives are located at the UC Davis Shields Library. If you visit the library 
in person, you can request to see 10-12 actual prints.  Online, you can access many 
past newsletters, scanned prints and publications under the Digitized Collection tab.  
https://digital.ucdavis.edu/collection/ark:/87293/d3057d056. CVs of the original 
members of NPS will be uploaded to the digitized archives soon. 
 
The archives can be found on the NPS website under the JOIN tab in the paragraph 
beginning "Our archive". 
 
Chris Dewees reported that in addition to UC Davis, the Santa Barbara Museum of 
Natural History has 50 to 60 original prints in their Archive Collection.  Terri Sheridan 
is the contact person.   
 
Three of the four artists in the Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History’s new art 
exhibit, The Living Print, opening October 25, 2025, are NPS members. From the 
museum’s press release, “…four contemporary printmakers using traditional 
techniques to capture the beauty and wonder of the natural world.…featuring the 
intricate botanical portraits of Latifat Apatira, the bold woodblock prints of Sara 
Woodburn (not an NPS member), and masterful fish prints by Dwight Hwang and 
Mineo Ryuka Yamamoto... Presiding majestically over the dozens of works by 
Apatira, Hwang,and Woodburn, is Mineo Ryuka Yamamoto’s masterful print of a 17-
foot-long squid.” 

https://digital.ucdavis.edu/collection/ark:/87293/d3057d056


 
We are looking for a member to be a backup archivist for Chris Dewees.   He was 28 
when he, Eric Hochberg and Robert Little founded NPS 50 years ago. Volunteers 
should contact Chris or Lori. 
 

9. 2026 Workshop Update - Lori   
Lori spent months researching 5-7 West Coast locations and all were cost 
prohibitive. The Ft. Worden location Sue had contacted in Port Townsend WA fell 
through when the concessionaire was fired. The Board decided to have the 2026 
Workshop at Wildacres the 2nd or 3rd week of October, 2026. We need two people to 
step up to be the workshop organizer and education coordinator.  
 
We hope we can find a West Coast location for 2027.  Please talk to Lori if you have 
any ideas/suggestions.   

 
10. How to spend our $15,000 donation – Sue, Lori 

NPS is a 501 (C) (3) and its purpose is to nature print.  We are not in the business of 
keeping money in the bank, so we are asking for suggestions for how to use Ann 
Warren’s generous gift. 
 
NPS Board members have discussed the idea of offering $300 grants to any 
member in good standing who offers a free workshop in their community. The grant 
money would go for purchasing supplies.  Details and more information will be in the 
next newsletter. 
 

11. Raffle  
Jessie, Bridget Benton, and our two fellowship students, Dietra and Kim had 
everyone glued to their raffle tickets and laughing in the aisles during the lively 
activity where almost everyone was a winner. 
 

12. Questions and comments 
Q: Is the Lifetime membership is still negatively impacting our income? A: No, 
because we no longer offer that type of membership.  In place of this membership, 
we have the Printmaker membership.  We also earn money from the online auction 
and save money by not printing a hardcopy of the newsletter. 
 
Q: How does one access the Blog?  A: Click on the “Blog” tab at the top of each 
page of the website. 
 
Q: Why is the newsletter not on the webpage?  A: The website is open to the public, 
and the newsletter is a benefit of being an NPS member, so it is emailed to 
members only.   
 
Chris Dewees clarified that while past newsletters are available in the Archives, 
current newsletters don’t get uploaded in real time; the UC Davis Library waits until 
they have a years; worth of them. 



 
Q: Is there a way to have a member-only section of the webpage? A: The software 
is very expensive, but we hope we can do it in the near future. 
 
Comment: One way to increase visibility for NPS is to create partnerships with other 
nature-related organizations such as the Audubon Society.  
 

13. Motion to adjourn - Lori 
 
Meeting adjourned at pm 8:26 pm EDT 

 
Respectfully submitted,  
Mary-Jo Lomax, Secretary 

 
 

 


